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The entries are arranged according to the date of publication. Such an arrangement facilitates a quick overview over 
the history of interpretation. Only publications in English are listed, which, of course, is a severe limitation.
 Publications listed in Old Testament Abstracts will be added at another time.
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DICTIONARIES AND ENCYCLOPAEDIAS

 I recommend the reading of articles in the following encyclopaedias before turning to other dictionaries and 
encyclopaedias. There is no reason to remain uninformed about almost any imaginable question about the Bible. 
Of course, further study and meditation is always possible given motivation, time and energy.

1962 Blank, S. H., “Ecclesiastes,” in IDB = The Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible: An Illustrated 
Encyclopedia. In Four Volumes (George Arthur Buttrick, Dictionary Editor. New York and Nashville: 
Abingdon, 1962) 7-21.

1972  Ginsberg, H. L., “Ecclesiastes,” in  EncJud = Encyclopaedia Judaica. Volume 6, Di-Fo (Jerusalem: Keter 
Publishing House Jerusalem, 1992) 349-355.

1976 Priest, J. J., “Ecclesiastes,” in IDBSupp = The Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible: An Illustrated 
Encyclopedia. Supplement Volume  (Keith Crim, General Editor. Nashville: Abingdon, 1976) 249-250.

1982 Beecher, W. J. and C. E. Armerding, “Ecclesiastes,” in ISBE = The International Standard Bible 
Ecyclopedia. Volume Two E-J. Grand Rapids, Michigan: Eerdmans, 1982, 11-14.

1992 Crenshaw, James L., “Ecclesiastes, Book of,” in ABD = The Anchor Bible Dictionary. Vol 2, D-G (David 
Noel Freedman, Editor-in-Chief. New York, London, Toronto, Sydney, Auckland: Doubleday, 1992) 
272-280.
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COMMENTARIES AND BOOKS

1789 Mendelsohn, Moses, Bible Commentary on Ecclesiastes. Berlin:   , 1789.
1857 Ginsburg, Christian D., The Song of Songs and Coheleth . Reprinted New York: KTAV, 1970.
1908 Barton, George A., Ecclesiastes. International Critical Commentary. Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 1908.
1925 Ranston, H., Ecclesiastes and the Early Greek Wisdom Literature. London:   , 1925.
1945 Gordis, R., The Wisdom of Ecclesiastes. New York:   ,1945.
1950 Ginsberg, H. L., Studies in Koheleth.  , 1950
1956 Reichert, Victor E. and A. Cohen, “Ecclesiastes,” in Cohen, A., ed., The Five Megilloth: Hebrew Text, 

English Translation and Commentary  (London and New York: The Soncino Press, 1946) 103-191.
1965 Scott, R. B. Y., Proverbs-Ecclesiastes. Anchor Bible 18. Garden City: Doubleday, 1965.
1968 Gordis, Robert, Koheleth--The Man and His World. 3rd ed. New York: Shocken, 1968 (1951, 1955).
1970 Ginsburg, Christian D., The Song of Songs and Coheleth (Commonly called the Book of Ecclesiastes . 

Translated from the Original Hebrew, with a Commentary, Historical and Critical. Prolegomenon by 
Sheldon H. Blank. The Library of Biblical Studies. New York: Ktav, 1970 (1857, 1861)

1973 Johnson, R. F., Form Critical Analysis of the Sayings in the Book of Ecclesiastes . Ph.D. Diss., Emory.
1973 Zimmermann, F., The Inner World of Qoheleth. New York:   , 1973.
1979 Whitley, Charles F., Koheleth: His Language and Thought . Beihefte zur Zeitschrift fü die alttestamentliche 

Wissenschaft 148. Berlin and New York: Walter de Gruyter, 1979.
1979 Loader, J. A., Polar Structures in the Book of Qohelet . BZAW 152. Berlin:   , 1979.



1980 Whybray, R. N., Two Jewish Theologies: Job and Ecclesiastes . Hull:   , 1980.
1980 Collins, John J., Proverbs, Ecclesiastes. Knox Preaching Guides. Atlanta: John Knox, 1980.
1981 Murphy, R. E., Wisdom Literature: Job, Proverbs, Ruth, Canticles, Ecclesiastes, Esther . FOTL 13. Grand 

Rapids: , 1981.
1982 Bergant, Dianne., Job, Ecclesiastes. Old Testament Message 18. Wilmington: Michael Glazier, 1982.
1985 Kidner, Derek, The Wisdom of Proverbs, Job and Ecclesiastes . Downers Grove and Leicester: InterVarsity, 

1985.
1996 Loader, J. A., Ecclesiastes: A Practical Commentary. Translated by John Vriend. Text and Interpretation. 

Grand Rapids, Michigan: Eerdmans, 1996
1986 Davidson, Robert, Ecclesiastes and Song of Solomon . The Daily Study Bible. Philadelphia: Westminster 

and Edinburgh: Saint Andrews, 1986.
1987 Isaksson, Bo, Studies in the Language of Qoheleth: With Special Emp[hasis on the Verbal System. Doctoral 

Dissertation at Uppsala University 1997. Acta Universitatis Upsaliensis. Studia Semitica Upsliensia 10. 
Stockholm, Sweden: Almquist & Wiksell International, 1987

1987 Ogden, Graham S., Qoheleth. Sheffield: JSOT Press, 1987.
1987 Crenshaw L., Ecclesiastes. Old Testament Library. Philadelphia: Westminster and London: SCM, 1987.
1988 Fredericks, Daniel C., Qoheleth’s Language: Re-evaluating Its Nature and Date . Ancient Near Eastern 

Texts and Studies 3. Lewiston, N.Y.: Edwin Mellen, 1988.
1989 Fox, Michael V., Qohelet and His Contradictions. Bible and Literature Series 18. Cheffield: Almond Press, 

1989.
1991 Hubbard, David A., Ecclesistes, Song of Solomon. The Communicator’s Commentary. Dallas, Texas: Word 

Books, 199\1
1991 Farmer, Kathleen A., WHO KNOWS WHAT IS GOOD? A Commentary on the Books of Proverbs and 

Ecclesiastes. Grand Rapids and Edinburgh: Eerdmans and Handsel, 1991
1997 Seow, C. L., Ecclesiastes: A New Translation with Introduction and Commentary . The Anchor Bible 18C. 

New York, London, Toronto, Sydney, Auckland; Doubleday, 1997. 
1998 Bartholomew, Craig G., Reading Ecclesiastes: Old Testament Exegesis and Hermeneutical Theory . 

Analecta Biblica - Investigationes scientificae in Res Biblicas 139 Roma: Editrice Pontificio Istituto 
Biblico, 1998.
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ARTICLES

1921 Burkitt, F. C., “Is Ecclesiastes a Translation?” JThS 22 (1921).
1937 Gordis, R., “Ecclesiastes 1:17--Its Text and Interpretation,” JBL 56 (1937)
1945 Zimmermann, F., “The Aramaic Provenance of Qohelet,” JQR 36 (1945)
1946 Gordis, R., “The Original Language of Qoheleth,” JQR 37 (1946)
1948 Torrey, C. C., “The Question of the Original Language of Qohelet,” JQR 39 (1948)
1949 Gordis, R., “The Translation-Theory of Qohelet Re-examined,” JQR 40 (1949) 
1949 Zimmermann, F., The Question of Hebrew in Qohelet,” JQR 40 (1949)
1954 Muilenburg, James, “A Qoheleth Scroll from Qumran,”
  Bulletin of the American Schools of Oriental Research  135 (1954) 20-28.
1955 Ginsberg, H. L., “The Structure and Contents of the Book of Koheleth,” VTSup 3 (1955) 138-149.
1966 Goldin, J., “The End of Ecclesiastes: Literal Exegesis and its Transformation,” Lown Institute for Judaistic 

Studies 3 (1966) 135-158.
1968 Wright, Addison G., “The Riddle of the Sphinx: The Structure of the Book of Qoheleth,” Catholic Biblical 

Quarterly 30 (1968) 313-334.
1968 Priest, J., “Humanism, Skepticism and Pessimism in Israel,” JAAR XXXVI (1968) 311-326
1969 Loader, J. A., “Qohelet 3:2-8: A ‘Sonnet’ in the Old Testament,”
  Zeitschrift für die alttestamentliche Wissenschaft 81 (1969) 240-242.
1972 Horton, E., “Koheleth’s Concept of Opposites,” Numen 19 (1972) 1-21.
1974 Crenshaw, J. L., “The Eternal Gospel (Eccl 3:11),” in
  Essays in Old Testament Ethics, eds. J. L. Crenshaw and J. Y. Willis (New York: , 1974) 23-55.
1974 Bream, Howard N., “Life without Resurrection: Two Perspectives from Qoheleth,” in Bream, Howard N., 

Ralph D. Heim, and Carey A. Moore, eds. A Light Unto My Path: Old Testament Studies in Honor of 
Jacob Myers (Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 1974) 49-65.

1974 Holm-Nielsen, Svend, “On the Interpretation of Qoheleth in Early Christianity,” VT 24 (1974) 168-177.
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1975 Holm-Nielsen, Svend, “The Book of Ecclesiastes and the Interpretation of It in Jewish and Christian Theol-
ogy,” Annual of the Swedish Theological Isntitute  10 (1975-1976) 38-96.

1975 Sawyer, John F. A., “The Runined House in Ecclesiastes 12: A Reconstruction of the Original Parable,” 
Journal of Biblical Literature 94 (1975) 519-531.

1976 Johnston, Robert K., “’Confessions of a Workaholic’: A Reappraisal of Qoheleth,” Catholic Biblical 
Quarterly 38 (1976) 14-28.

1977 Fox, Michael, “Frame Narrative and Composition in the Book of Qohelet,” Hebrew Union College Annual 
48 (1977) 83-106.

1977 Sheppard, G. T., “The Epilogue to Qoheleth as Theological Commentary,” CBQ 39 (1977) 182-189.
1978 Gammie, John, G., et al. eds., Israelite Wisdom: Theological and Literary Essays in Honor of Samuel Ter-

rien. Missoula: Scholars Press, 1978.
 ARTICLES:
  Good, Edwin M. J., “The Unfilled Sea: Style and Meaning in Ecclesiastes 1:2-11,” 59-73.
  Whybray, R. N., “Qoheleth the Immoralist (Qoh. 7:16-17),” 191-204.
  Crenshaw, J. L., “The Shadow of Death in Qoheleth,” 205-216.
1979 Whitley, C. F., “Koheleth and Ugaritic Parallels,” UF 11 (1979) 811-824.
1979 Hadidian, Dikran Y., ed., From Faith to Faith: Essays in Honor of Donald G. Miller on His Seventieth 

Birthday. Pittsburgh Theological Monographs 31. Pittsburgh: Pickwick, 1979.
 ARTICLES:
  Murphy, Roland E., “Qohelth’s ‘Quarrel’ with the Fathers,” 235-245.
  Ogden, Graham S., “Qohleth’s Use of the ‘Nothing is Better” Form,” Journal of Biblical Literature 98 

(1979) 339-350.
1980 Ogden, G. S., “Historical Allusion in Qoheleth iv 13-16?” VT 30 (1980) 309-315.
1980 Ogden, G. S., “Qoheleth ix 17-x 20. Variations on the Theme of Wisdoms’ Strength and Vulnerability,” VT 

30 (1980) 27-37.
1980 Whybray, Roger N., “The Identification and Use of Quotations in Ecclesiastes,” Supplement to Vetus 

Testamentum 32 (1980) 435-451.
1980 Wright, Addison G., “The Riddle of the Sphinx Revisited: Numerical Patterns in the Book of Qoheleth. 

Catholic Biblical Quarterly 42 (1980) 35-51.
1981 Whybray, Roger N., “Qoheleth, Preacher of Joy,” JSOT 23 (1981) 87-98.
1981 Whybray, Roger N., “The Identification and Use of Quotations in Qoheleth,” VTSup 32 (1981) 435-451.
1982 Quaegebeur, J., ed., Studia Paulo Naster Oblata II Orientalia Antiqua . Louvain: , 1982
 ARTICLES:
  Schoors, A., “Kethibh-Qere in Ecclesiastes,” 215-222.
  Ogden, G. S., “Qoheleth ix 1-16,” VT 32 (1982) 158-169.
  Whybray, Roger N., “Qoheleth Preacher of Joy,” Journal for the Study of the Old Testament  23 (1982) 87-

98.
  Murphy, Roland E., “Qohelet Interpreted: The Bearing of the Past on the Present, Vetus Testamentum 32 

(1982) 331-337.
  Walsh, Jerome, “Despair as a Theological Virtue in the Spirituality of Ecclesiastes,” Biblical Theological 

Bulletin 12 (1982) 46-49.
1983 Mendenhall Festschrift 
  Huffmon, Herbert B., Frank Anthony Spina, and Alberto R. W. Green, eds., The Quest for the Kingdom of 

God: Studies in Honor of George E. Mendenhall . Winona Lake: Eisenbrauns, 1983.
 ARTICLES:
  Spina, Frank Anthony, “Qoheleth and the Reformation of Wisdom,” 267-279.
  Crenshaw, J. L., “Qoheleth in Current Research,” HAR 7 (1983) 41-56.
  Wright, A. D. G., “Additional Numerical Patterns in Qoheleth. CBQ 45 (1983) 32-43.
1984 Wilson, Gerald H., “’The Words of the Wise’: The Intent and Significance of Qohelet 12:9-14,” Journal of 

Biblical Literature 103 (1984) 175-192.
1984 Crüsemann, Frank, “The Unchangeable World: The ‘Crisis of Wisdom’ in Koheleth,” in God of the Lowly: 

Socio-Historical Interpretations of the Bible , ed. Willy Schottroff and Wolfgang Stegemann 
(Maryknoll: Orbis, 1984), 57-77.

1984 Ogden, Graham S., “Qoheleth xi 7-xii 8: Qoheleth’s Summons to Enjoyment and Reflection,” Vetus 
Testamentum 34 (1984) 27-38. - Qoh 11:7-12:8.

1986 Fox, Michael, “The Meaning of Hebel for Qohelet,” Journal of Biblical Literature 105 (1986) 409-427.
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1986 Crenshaw, J. L., “Youth and Old Age in Qoheleth,” HAR 10 (1986) 1-13.
1987 Garrett, Duane A., “Qohelet on the Use and Abuse of Political Power,” Trinity Journal 8 (1987) 159-177.
1988 Fox, Michael, “Aging and Death in Qohelet 12,” Journal for the Study of the Old Testament  42 (1988) 55-

77.
1989 Kugel, James L., “Qohelet and Money,” Catholic Biblical Quarterly 51 (1989) 32-49.
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PUBLICATIONS BY M. DAHOOD 

 M. Dahood insisted (from 1951 until his death in 1982) that Northwest Semitic studies (which includes Hebrew, 
Aramaic, Phonicion-Punic, Ugaritic, Eblaite, etc.) have a great impact on the reading of the basic text of the 
Hebrew Bible and clarify many passages in a way never availabe to us before the twentieth century and the vari-
ous archaeological discoveries (Ugarit, 1928; Ebla, 1974/75, etc.). My own scholarly work follows Dahood very 
closely. The reader needs to know, though, that most scholars are either not willing or not able to follow 
Dahood’s line of thinking.

1951 HO
 “Canaanite-Phoenician Influence in Qoheleth,”
    Dissertation. The Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, 1951 (Semitic Studies. Adviser: W. F. Albright). 

142 pages. Available from Interlibrary Loan Department, The Milton S. Eisenhower Library, Johns Hop-
kins University, 34th and Charles Streets, Baltimore, Maryland 21218. Computer Record Number 3 1151 
00848 0042. OCLC Number: 255569. ($12.00 in 1995)

1952  M1
 “Canaanite-Phoenician Influence in Qoheleth,” Biblica 33 (1952) 30-52, 191-221.
1958  M36
 “Qoheleth and Recent Discoveries,” Biblica 39 (1958) 302-318
1962  M76
 “Qoheleth and Northwest Semitic Philology,” Biblica 43 (1962) 349-365
1965  M114
 “Canaanite Words in Qoheleth 10,20,” Biblica 46 (1965) 210-212
1965  M115
 Review: Barucq, André, Le Livre des Proverbs. Sources bibliques. Paris: J. Gabalda, 1964. Biblica 46 (1965) 

232-234
1965  M116
 Review:  Loretz, Oswald, Qohelet und der Alte Orient. Untersuchungen zu Stil und theologischer Thematik des 

Buches Qohelet. Freiburg: Herder, 1964. Biblica 46 (1965) 234-236
1966  M133
 “The Phoenician Background of Qoheleth,” Biblica 47 (1966) 264-282
1966  M136
 Review:  Loretz, Oswald, Qohelet und der Alte Orient. Untersuchungen zu Stil und theologischer Thematik des 

Buches Qohelet. Freiburg, Basel, Wien: Herder, 1964. Deutsche Literatur Zeitung 87 (1966) 686-687
1968  M155
 “Scriptio Defectiva in Qoheleth 4,10a,” Biblica 49 (1968) 243
1971  M188
 “Three Parallel Pairs in Ecclesiastes 10:18. A Reply to Professor Gordis,” Jewish Quarterly Review 62 

(1971) 84-87
 1970  Gordis, Robert, “On Methodology in Biblical Exegesis, Jewish Quarterly Review 61 (1970) 93-117
19??  M[319-Q]
 “The Two Activities in Qoheleth 11:6,” ?? According to Martinez this article should have been published in 

Maarav. Check with Bruce Zuckerman.

The numerical listing for M. Dahood’s publications from 1980-1989 (including the number 0 for Dahood’s disserta-
tion in 1951) was suggested by Ms. Lisa M. Hayes (August 22, 1995) based on the system adopted by E. R. 
Martinez, S.J.

1967 Martinez, Ernest R., Hebrew-Ugaritic Index to the Writings of Mitchell J. Dahood: A Bibliography with 
Indices of Scriptural Passages, Hebrew and Ugaritic Words, and Grammatical Observations. Scripta 
Pontificii Instituti Biblici 116. Rome: Pontifical Biblical Institute, 1967.
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   (This includes the publications from 1952-1966, 1-135)
1981 Martinez, Ernest R., Hebrew-Ugaritic Index II with an Eblaite Index to  the Writings of Mitchell J. Dahood: 

A Bibliography with Indices of Scriptural Passages, Hebrew, Ugaritic, and Eblaite Words, and Gram-
matical Observations. Critical Reviews, Doctoral Dissertations and Related Writings. Subsidia Biblica 
4. Rome: Biblical Institute Press, 1981.

   (This includes the publications from 1966-1981, 136-320-G)

The publications by M. Dahood are extensive, extremely important, but seriously undervalued by many scholars (in 
my opinion to their detriment and to the detriment of a deeper knowledge of the biblical text).

M. Dahood has published about 360 tightly argued philological articles and the three volumes in the Anchor Bible 
on the Psalms.

1966  M128
  Dahood, M., Psalms I: 1-50. Introduction, Translation, and Notes . The Anchor Bible, Vol. 16. Garden 

City, N.Y.: Doubleday, 1966.
1968  M152
  Dahood, M., Psalms II: 51-100. Introduction, Translation, and Notes . The Anchor Bible, Vol. 17. Garden 

City, New York: Doubleday, 1968. See also No. M205: Second Edition, 1973.
1970  M172
  Dahood, M., Psalms III: 101-150. Introduction, Translation, and Notes, with an appendix “The Gram-

mar of the Psalter” (with Tadeusz Penar). The Anchor Bible, Vol. 17A. Garden City, New York: Dou-
bleday, 1970.

A complete bibliography of Dahood’s publications is available from me. I own a set of copies of all of Dahood’s 
articles and monographs. A second set of copies is stored in my office at LSTC for the use of interested students and 
colleagues upon request.
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