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Some references are incomplete at this time.
I regret this situation, but I hope that the bibliography will be of help in spite of its imperfections.

  Please, report any mistakes and suggestions for imporovements to me

 ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 The following, brief, selection (highly subjective) of books and articles may be used as an 
introduction to the subject.  Most of the books and articles, which are listed here, provide useful 
biblio- graphies.  The bibliography is limited to publications in English (with a sprinkling of 
titles in German)
 ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

BOOKS
 ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Bailey. D. S.
 Sexual Relation in Christian Thought. New York: Benzinger Brothers, 1947.
Bailey, D. S.
 Homosexuality and the Western Tradition. 1955.
Bainton, R. H.
 What Christianity Says about Sex, Love and Marriage. New York, 1957.
Barclay, W.
 Education Ideals in the Ancient World. 1959.
Baron, S.
 A Social and Religious History of the Jews. I. 2nd ed., 1952.
Beer, G.
 Die sociale und religöse Stellung der Frau im israelitischen Altertum. 1919.
Bernfeld, S.
 Foundations of Jewish Ethics. 1967.
Blenkinsopp, J.
 Sexuality and the Christian Tradition. Dayton, Ohio: Pflaum Press, 1969. HQ 63.B5.



Boswell, J. Christianity, Social Tolerance, and Homosexuality. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 
1980.

Brueggemann, W.
 In Man We Trust: The Neglected Side of Biblical Faith. Richmond: John Knox Press, 1972.
Burrows, M.
 The Basis of Israelite Marriage. 1938.
 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Caird, G.
 The Language and Imagery of the Bible. Philadelphia: Westminster, 1980.
Charles, R. H.
 Teaching of the NT on Divorce. 1921.
Cole, W. G.
 Sex in Christianity and Psychoanalysis. New York: Oxford University Press, 1955. HQ 63.C57.
Cole, W. G.
 Sex and Love in the Bible. New York: Association Press, 1959.
Cole, G. C.
 Sex and Selfhood. Philadelphia: The Geneva Press: 1968. HQ 35.C65.
Cook, S. A.
 The Laws of Moses and the Code of Hammurabi. 1903.
Cross, E. B.
 The Hebrew Family. 1927
 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Davies, W. D.
 Torah in the Messianic Age and/or the Age to Come. 1952.
Daube, D.
 Studies in Biblical Law. 1947.
Dover, K. G.
 Greek Homosexuality. Cambridge: Harvard University Press,    . Info supplied by E. Krentz.
Driver, G. R. and Miles, J. eds.
 The Assyrian Laws. 1935.
Driver, G. R. and Miles, J. eds.
 The Babylonian Laws. 2 vols. 1952.
Dürr, L.
 Die Erziehungswesen im Alten Testament und im antiken Orient. 1932.
 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Eberharter, A.
 Das Ehe- und Familienrecht der Hebräer... 1914.
Eglinton, J. Z.
 Greek Love. 1971. Pp. 50-55, on antisexual and antihomosexual orientation of the Bible.
Elman, P., ed.
 Jewish Marriage. 1967.
Engert, T.
 Ehe und Familienrecht der Hebräer. 1905.
Epstein, L. M.
 The Jewish Marriage Contract. 1927.
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Epstein, I.
 The Jewish Way of Life. 1946
Epstein, L. M.
 Sex Laws and Customs in Judaism. New York: KTAV Publishing House, Inc., 1967 (1948). BM 

720.S4.E6.
 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Feldman, D. M.
 Birth Control in Jewish Law. New York, 1968.
Falk, Z.
 Hebrew Law in Biblical Times. 1964.
Fontaine, R. A.
 Reconciling the Sexual Self: Human Sexuality and Pastoral Counseling (A Thesis presented to 

the Faculty of the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago in partial Fulfillment of the Require-
ments for the Degree of Doctor of Mnistry in Pastoral Care and Counseling). Chicago: Lutheran 
School of Theology, 1985.

  Z 9499.1985.F66.
Ford, C. S. and Beach, F. A.
 Patterns of Sexual Behavior. 1951.
Foster, J. H.
 Sex Variant Woman in Literature. 1958.
Fox, R.
 Kinship and Marriage. 1967.
Freind, J., ed.
 Jews and Divorce. 1968.
Furnish, V. P.
 The Moral Teaching of Paul: Selected Issues. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1979.
 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Goldin, H. E.
 Hebrew Criminal Law and Procedure. 1952.
Goodman, P. and H.
 The Jewish Marriage Anthology. 1965
Gottlieb, N.
 A Jewish Child is Born. 1960.
Grimal, P. ed.
 Histoire Mondiale de la Femme, “Préhistoireet Antiquité. (1965), 63-266. A thorough survey of 

woman in the societies covered in this article, with bibliographies.
 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Hamerton-Kelly, R.
 God the Father:Theology and Patriarchy in the Teaching of Jesus (Overtures in Biblical Faith). 

Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1979.
Harrelson, W.
 From Fertility Cult to Worship. Garden City, New York: Doubleday & Company, Inc., 1969. BM 

656.H3.
Harrelson, W.
 The Ten Commandments and Human Rights. Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1980.
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Hempel, J.
 Das Ethos des Alten Testaments. 1964 (1938).
Human Sexuality: A Preliminary Study.
 The United Church of Christ. New York and Philadelphia: United Church Press, 1977. HQ 

61.U54.1977.
 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Isaksson, A.
 Marriage and Ministry in the New Temple. Lund, 1965.
 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Jacobovits, I.
 Jewish Medical Ethics. 1959.
Jacobovits, I.
 Order of the Jewish Marriage Service. 1959.
Jacobson, D.
 The Social Background of the OT. 1942.
Jewett, P. K.
 Man as Male and Female: A Study in Sexual Relationships from a Theological Point of View. 

Grand Rapids: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1975.
Johns, C. W.
 Babylonian and Assyrian Laws, Contracts, and Letters. 1904.
Johnson, A. R.
 The Vitality of the Individual in the Thought of Ancient Israel. 1949.
Johnson, S. E.
 Jesus’ Teaching on Divorce. 1945.
 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Kaufmann, Michael.
 Love, Marriage, and Family in Jewish Law and Tradition. Northvale, New Jersey/London: Jason 

Aronson, 1992. Conservative/Orthodox.
Kelly, G. A., ed.
 Human Sexuality in Our Time: What the Church Teaches. Lectures given by the faculty of the 

Institute for Advanced Studies in Catholic Doctrine at St. John’s University during the spring of 
1978. Jamaica Plain, Boston, Ma.: The Daughters of St. Paul, 1979. HQ 63.H8.

Kennet, R. H.
 Ancient Hebrew Life and Social Custom. 1933.
Köhler, L.
 Hebrew Man. London, 1956.
 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Lacewy, W. K.
 The Family in Classical Greece. Ithaka: Cornell, 1960. Info supplied by E. Krentz.
Leipoldt, J.
 Die Frau in der antiken Welt und im Urchristum. Gütersloher Verlagshaus (Gerd Mohn), 1962.
Licht, Hans (a pseudonymn) - check his (?) publications ...
 Info supplied by E. Krentz
 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Mace, D.

Bib: Human Sexuality                                                                                                                                    4
 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Bibliograpy: Human Sexuality                                                                                                                       4



 Hebrew Marriage: A Sociological Study. London, 1953.
Marrou. H. I.
 A History of Education in Antiquity. 1956.
Maybaum, I.
 The Jewish Home. 1945.
McDonald, E.
 The Position of Woman as Reflected in Semitic Codes of Law. 1931.
McFague, Sallie.
 Metaphorical Theology. Philadelphia: Fortress, 1982.
 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Nimkoff, M. N.
 Comparative Family Systems. 1965.
Neufeld, E.
  Ancient Hebrew Marriage Laws. London, 1944.
Neufeld, E.
 The Hittite Laws. 1951.
Nygren, A.
 Agape and Eros.
 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Parker, W. B.
 Homosexuality: A Selective Bibliography of over 3,000 Items. 1971
Patai, R.
 Sex and Family in the Bible and the Middle East. Garden City, N. Y.: Doubleday & Company, 

Inc., 1959.
 BS 680.S5P3.
Paul, Sh. M.
 Studies in the Book of the Covenant in the Light of Cuneiform and Biblical Law. Leiden, 1970.
Pedersen, J.
 Israel, Its Life and Culture. 2 vols. New York: Oxford, 1940 (1926).
Phillips, J. A.
 Eve: The History of an Idea. San Francisco, et al.: Harper & Row, Publishers, 1984. BS 

580.E85.P48.1984.
Phipps, W. E.
 Was Jesus Married: The Distortion of Sexuality in the Christian Tradition. New York, Evanston 

and London: Harper & Row, Publishers, 1970. BT 708.P47.
Phipps, W. E.
 The Sexuality of Jesus: Theological and Literary Perspectives. New York: Harper & Row, 1973.
Phipps, W. E.
 Recovering Biblical Sensuousness. Philadelphia: The Westminster Press, 1975. BS 680.E4.P47.
Piper, O.
 The Christian Interpretation of Sex. 1941.
Piper, O. A.
 Die Geschlechter, Ihr Sinn und ihr Geheimnis in biblischer Sicht. 1954.
Piper, O. A.
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 The Biblical View of Sex and Marriage. New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1960. BT 
708.P665c.1960.

Pomeroy, Sarha B.
 Goddesses, Whores, Wives, and Slaves. Women in Classical Antiquity. New York: Schocken 

Books, 1975. Info supplied by E. Krentz.
Pope Festschrift
 Marks, John H. and Robert M. Good, eds.
 Love & Death in the Ancient Near East: Essays in Honor of Marvin H. Pope. Guilford, Connec-

ticut: Four Quarters, 1987. A collection of 25 articles.  A marvelous book!
 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Rainey, A. F.
 A Social Structure of Ugarit. 1967. New York: Seabury Press, 1975.
Reik, T.
 The Creation of Woman: A Psychoanalytical Inquiry into the Myth of Eve. New York: McGraw-

Hill Book Company, 1960
Reik, T.
 Pagan Rites in Judaism (From sex initiation, magic, moon-cult, tattooing, mutilation and other 

primitive rituals to family loyalty and solidarity). New York: Farrar, Strauss and Company, 1964. 
BM 534.R4.

Richter, H.-F.
 Geschlechtlichkeit, Ehe und Familie im Alten Testament und seiner Umwelt (Beiträge zur biblis-

chen Exegese und Theologie, Band 10, und ein Ergänzungsband). Frankfurt am Main, Bern und 
Las Vegas: Peter Lang, 1978. BS 1199.S45.R52.vol.1 and 2.

Robinson, H. Wheeler.
 Corporate Personaltiy in Ancient Israel. Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1980 (1967). DS 

112.R7.1980.
Rogerson, J. W.
 Anthropology and the Old Testament. Oxford: Basil Blackwell, 1978, and Atlanta: John Knox, 

1979.
Russell, Letty, M. ed. The Liberating Word: A Guide to Nonsexist Interpretation od the Bible. Philadel-

phia: Westminster Press, 1976.
Ruether, R. Radford.
 New Woman--New Earth: Sexist Ideologies and Human Liberation. New York: Seabury Press, 

1975.
Ruther, Rosemary. Religion and Sexism: Images of Woman in the Jewish and Christian Traditions. New 

York: Simon and Schuster, 1974
 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Sapp , S.
 Sexuality, the Bible, and Science. Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1977. BT 708.S25.
Schaus, H.
 The Lifetime of a Jew. 1950.
Schüssler-Fiorenza, Elisabeth.
 In Memory of Her. Philadelphia: Fortress, 1984.
Scroggs, R.
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 The New Testament and Homosexuality: Contextual Background for Contemporary Debate. 
Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1983. BS 2545.H63.S37. This is a very important book.

van Selms, A.
 Marriage and Family in Ugaritic Literature. 1954
Smith, J. M. P.
 The Origin and History of Hebrew Law. 1931.
Snaith, N. H.
 The Distinctive Ideas of the Old Testament. 1964.
Soares, T. G.
 The Social Institutions and Ideals of the Bible. 1915.
Stamm, J. J. and Andrews, M. E.
 The Ten Commandments in Recent Research. 1967.
Stendahl, K.
 The Bible and the Role of Women. Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1966.
Swift, F. H.
 Education in Ancient Israel from Earliest Times to A.D. 70. 1919.
 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Thielicke, H.
 Theologische Ethik. 3 vols. Tübingen: J.C.B. Mohr (Paul Siebeck), 1958.
Thielicke, H.
 The Ethics of Sex. Translated by J. W. Doberstein.Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Book House, 

1975 (1964).
Trible, Phyllis.
 God and the Rhetoric of Sexuality (Overtures in Biblical Theology). Philadelphia: Fortress, 1978.
 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
de Vaux, R.
 Ancient Israel
Vos, C. J.
 Woman in OT Worship. 1968.
 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Wolff, H. W.
 Anthropology of the Old Testament. Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1974 (1973).
 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Zucker, H.
 Studien zur jüdischen Selbstverwaltung im Altertum. 1936.
 - an excellent account of Roman and Jewish jurisdiction in NT times.
 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

ARTICLES FROM JOURNALS
 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 I have not, as yet, begun a search for significant articles in the journal literature.  The following 

entries are only a beginning.
 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Aicher, G.,
 “Mann und Weib, ein Fleisch,” BZ 5 (1907) 159-165.
 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Bamberger, B. J.,
 “    ,” HUCA 6 (1929) 39-53. ITarr, J.,
 “The Image of God in the Book of Genesis--A Study of Terminoloty,” The John Rylands Library 

5 (1968) 11-26.
Bird, P.,
 “Images of Woman in the OT,” Religion and Sexism, ed. R. Reuther (1974) 41-88.
Bird, Phyllis, A.,
 “’Male and Female He Created Them’: Gen 1:27b in the Context of the Priestly Account of 

Creation,” HTR 74 (1981) 129-159.
Blocher, H.,
 “In the Image of God,” in H. Blocher, In the Beginning:The Opening Chapters of Genesis (trans-

lated from the French by D. G. Preston). Leicester, England and Downers Grove, Illinois: Inter-
Varsity Press, 1984 (1979) 79-94.

Breyfolge, C. M.,
 “The Religious Status of Woman in the OT,” BW 35 (1910) 405-419.
Breyfolge, C. M.,
  “The Social Status of Woman in the OT,” BW 35 (1910) 107-116.
Brooks, B. A.,
 “Fertility Cult Functionaries in the OT,” JBL 60 (1941) 227-253.
Brueggemann, W.,
 “Of the Same Flesh and Bone,” CBQ 32 (1970) 532-542.
 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Finkelstein, J. J., 
 Sex Offenses in Sumerian Laws,” JAOS 86 (1966) 355-372.
Finkelstein, J. J.,
 “On Some Recent Studies in Cuneiform Law,” JAOS 90 (1970) 243-256.
Freedman, D. R.,
 “Woman, A Power Equal to Man,” BAR 9 (1983) 56-58.
 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Gordon, C. H.,
 “Fratriarchy in the OT,” JBL 54 (1935) 223-231.
Gordon, C. H.,
 “   ,” ZAW 54 (1936) 277-280.
Gordon, C. H.,
 “A Marriage of the Gods in Canaanite Mythology,” AASOR 65 (1937) 29-33.
Gutmann, J.,
 “The ‘Second Commandment’ and the Image in Judaism,” HUCA 32 (1961) 161-174.
 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Harris, R.,
 “The naditu woman,” in Studies Presented to A. Leo Oppenheim (1964), 106-135.
Holladay, W. L.,
 “Jeremiah and Women’s Liberation,” Andover Newton Quarterly 12 (1972) 213-223.
 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Larere, C.,

Bib: Human Sexuality                                                                                                                                    8
 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Bibliograpy: Human Sexuality                                                                                                                       8



 “The Passage of the Angels through Sodom,” in New Problems in Medical Ethics, ed. P. Flood. 
1955.

Limburg, J.,
 “What Does it Mean to ‘Have Dominion over the Earth’?” Dialog 10 (1971) 221-223.
Luckenbill, D.,
 “The Temple Women of the Code of Hammurabi,” AJSL 34 (1917) 1-12.
Lyon, D. G.,
 “The Consecrated Women of the Hammurabi Code,” in Studies in the History of Religions 

(1912) 341-360.
 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
May, H. G.,
 “The Fertility Cult in Hosea,” AJSL 48 (1931-32) 73-98.
McCarthy, D. J.,
 “   ,” CBQ (1965) 144-147.
Meek, T. J.,
 “Canticles and the Tammuz Cult,” AJSL39 (1922) 1-14.
Meeks, W.,
 “The Image of the Androgyne: Some Uses of a Symbol in Earliest Christianity,” History of Reli-

gions 13 (1974) 165-208.
Mendelsohn, I.,
 “    ,” BA 11 (1948) 24-44.
Mendelsohn, I,
 “On the Preferential Status of the Eldest Son,” BASOR 156 (1959) 38-39.
Montgomery, J. A.,
 “Ascetic Strains in Early Judaism,” JBL 51 (1932) 183-213.
Moran, L.,
 “   ,” CBQ 25 (1963) 77-87.
 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Paterson, J.,
 “Divorce and Desertion in the OT,” JBL 51 (1932) 161-170.
Peritz, I. J.,
 “Woman in the Ancient Hebrew Cult,” JBL 17 (1898) 111-148.
 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Quesnell, Q.,
 “’Made Themselves Eunuchs for the Kingdom of Heaven’ (Mt. 19, 12),” CBQ 30 (1968) 335-

358.
 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Rabinowitz, J. J.,
 “    ,” HTR 46 (1953) 91-97. 
 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Scroggs, R.,
 “Paul and the Eschatological Woman,” JAAR 40 (1972) 283-303.
Shapiro, D. S.,
 “The Docrine of the Image of God and Imitatio Dei,”  Judaism 12 (1963) 57-71.
Smith, B. L.,
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 “Homosexuality in the Bible and the Law,” Christianity Today 13 (July 18, 1969) 7-10.
Swift, F. H.,
 “Hebrew Education in the Family After the Exile,” The Open Court 32 (1918)
 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Terrien, S.,
 “The Omphalos Myth and Hebrew Religion,” VT 20 (1970) 315-338 (esp. 335-337 on p[ostexilic 

views.).
Terrien, S.,
 “Toward a Biblical Theology of Womanhood,” Religion in Life 42 (1973) 322-333. -- preexilic 

and postexilic views.
Thomas, D. W.,
 “   ,” ZAW 57 (1939) 57-64. 
Trible, P.,
 “Depatriarchalizing in Biblical Interpretation,” JAAR 41 (1973) 30-48.
Trible, Phyllis,
 “Eve and Adam: Genesis 2-3 Reread,” in C. P. Christ and J. Plaskow, eds., Woman Spirit Rising. 

Harper & Row, 1979. Christianity Today 13 (July 18, 1969) 7-10.
 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Williamson, H.,
 “Sodom and Homosexuality,” Clergy Review 8 (Aug. 1963) 507-514; 48 (Oct. 1963) 650-651.
Wood, R. W.,
 “Homosexual Behavior in the Bible,” One Institute Quarterly 5 (1962) 10-19.
 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Zimmerman, F.,
 “   ,” JBL 73 (1954) 98, n. 4.
 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

COMMENTARIES ON BIBLICAL BOOKS
which are especially important for the subject of human sexuality.

Only very few important commentaries and articles are listed
 (with an emphasis on Genesis)

 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
GENESIS
  Brueggemann, W.
 Genesis. Interpretation--A Bible Commentary for Teaching and Preaching.  John Knox, 1982.
  Cassuto, U.
 A Commentary on the Book of Genesis. Jerusalem: Magnes Press, 1961-1964 (2 vols.). - written 

by a famous conservative Jewish scholar; explains all the Hebrew phrases in plain English; the 
Hebrew words are transliterated. Excellent. BS 1235.3.C3. 2 Vols

  Wenham, G. J.
 Genesis 1-15.  Word Biblical Commentary.  Waco, Texas:  Word Books, 1987.
  Westermann, C.
 Genesis 1-11: A Commentary (transl. by J. J. Scullion, S.J.).  Minneapolis:  Augsburg, 1984 

(1974). BS 1154.2B5
  Zlotowitz, M. and Scherman, N.
 (Translation and Commentary. Overviews by N. Scherman).
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 Bereishis/Genesis:  A New Translation with a commentary anthologized from Talmudic, 
Midrashic and Rabbinic Sources.  ArtScroll Tanach Series: A traditional commentary on the 
Books of the Bible.  Vol. I (Genessis 1-11) Brooklyn, N. Y.: Mesorah, 1980 (1977). - A 
Jewish orthodox treatment.  What a joy!  None (practically none) of the concerns discussed in 
historical-critical commentaries muddle (?, ha!) this commentary. It is always sobering to realize 
that the way one looks at something (method) determines what one sees (content, meaning, truth)

  A WORD ABOUT “TO HAVE DOMINION” and “THE IMAGE OF GOD.”

  A Translation of Genesis 1:26 (Michel):
 na-’aseh ‘adam “Let us make/fashion humans (the human species)
 be-salm-e-nu    according to our image/vision/blueprint
 ki-dmut-e-nu,   as our likeness (representatives, ambassadors).”
  The meaning seems to be: the image/vision which God has for humans, male and female 

(subjective genetive), namely, to be human (and not animals or plants or rocks or gods) and to 
serve God as God’s representatives in God’s creation like vice regents (Gen 1) or as cultivators 
(Gen 2) of God’s world in God’s stead, of course, always responsible to God for any human 
activity.  This appears to be the plain meaning of the Hebrew text which is well known to anyone 
who knows Hebrew well.

 Note: ‘adamah, “ground”     (cf. “humus”),
       ‘adam,   “groundling” (cf. “human”)

  A selection of important articles:

   Barr, J.,
 “The Image of God in the Book of Genesis: A Study in Terminology,” The John Rylands Library 

5 (1968) 11-26
   Bird, Phyllis, A.,
 “’Male and Female He created Them’: Gen 1:27b in the Context of the Priestly Account of Crea-

tion,” HTR 74 (1981) 129-160
   Brueggemann, W.,
 “Of the Same Flesh and Bone, Gen 2:23a,” CBQ 32 (1970) 532-542
   Clifford, Richard J.,
 “Genesis 1-3: Permission to Exploit Nature?” The Bible Today 26 (1988) 133-137
   Dumbrell, W. J.,
 “Genesis 1-3, Ecology, and the Dominion of Man,” Crux (a Quarterly Journal of Christian 

Thought and Opinion. Vancouver, British Columbia: Regent College) 21 (December 1985) 16-26
   Freedman, R. David,
 “Woman, A Power Equal to Man: Translation of Woman as a ‘Fit Helpmate’ for Man is Ques-

tioned,” BAR 9 (1983) 56-58.
 - ‘ezer, has the meaning “strength, power.”  I suggest: “(powerful) ally, to be an ally.” God is 

called an “Ally” (“Help, Strength, Power”) thirty times in the Hebrew Bible! (check a con-
cordance). The woman (as the symbol of the power of propagation, “Mother of all Living,” sex-
ual power, a gift from God to animals and humans) is the only ally (not the animals) in the God 
given human task to care and cultivate the earth, instead of God, but only for God!
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   Hasel, G. F.,
 “The Polemic Nature of the Genesis Cosmology,” The Evangelical Quarterly 46 (1974) 81-102
   Jobling, D., *”Dominion over Creation,” IDB-S: 247-248.
 - exploitation is not the meaning of the two Hebrew verbs, but responsibility to God for the care 

of creatures.
   Limburg, James,
 “What Does It Mean to ‘Have Dominion over the Earth’?” Dialog 10 1971) 221-223. - humans 

are expected to behave like a good king (anointed one=messiah, government) and not like a bad 
king.

   Michel, W. L.,
 “Genesis 2:7-9, 15-17; 3:1-7,” Exegete A-I-5 (1975). - a brief exegesis on audio-tape - I did 17 

exegeses in this series. Available at LSTC’s library.
   Porteous, N. W.,
 “Image of God,” IDB 2: 682-685. - read this article first, BEFORE you make ANY statements 

about the meaning of this expression.
   Trible, Phyllis,
 “Eve and Adam: Genesis 2-3 Reread,” in Woman Spirit Rising. Christ, C. P. and J. Plaskow, eds. 

Harper, 1979, 74-83

  ON CREATIONISM
   Hyers, Conrad,
 “The Fall and Rise of Creationism,” The Christian Century  (April 24, 1985) 411-415. - this is 

the best response to and against “creationism” which I know.
 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
LEVITICUS
  Milgrom, Jacob,
 Leviticus 1-16. A New Translation with Introduction and Commentary. New 

York/London/Toronto/Sydney/Auckland: Doubleday, 1991. If anyone knows anything about 
Leviticus it is Milgrom!

 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
HOSEA
  Andersen, Francis I. and David Noel Freedman.
 Hosea: A New Translation with Introduction and Commentary. Garden City, New York: 1980. 

Read this commentary first.
 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
SONG OF SONGS
  Pope, Marvin H.
 Song of Songs: A New Translation with Introduction and Commentary. Garden City, New York: 

Doubleday, 1977. If anyone knows anything about Song of Songs it is Pope!

 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
ON EVE AND THE GODDESS

 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
ON EVE
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  Meyers, Carol.
 Discovering Eve: Ancient Israelite Women in Context. New York/Oxford: Oxford University 

Press, 1988.
  Wegener, Judith Romney.
 Chattel or Person? The Status of Women in the Mishnah. New York/Oxford: Oxford University 

Press, 1988.
   In a discussion of women (in ancient times and in the Bible) as “property” or “chattel” the read-

ing of this book is imperative. According to Wegener there were only a few, very restricted, 
situations in which one could view women as chattel. But, even so, in Biblical thinking humans 
are understood as being responsible to God for their treatment of anything in creation, including 
humans, property, etc.

ON THE GODDESS
  Frymer-Kensky, Tikva,
 In the Wake of the Goddesses: Women, Culture, and the Biblical Transformation of Pagan Myth. 

New York: The Free Press (Macmillan)/Toronto: Maxwell Macmillan Canada/New 
York/Oxford/Singapore/Sydney: Maxwell Macmillan International, 1992.

   This is a very important book. A couple of important quotes from the book follow:
  “Finding a vision of sexuality commensurate with the significance of sex in people’s 
lives remains monotheism’s unfinished agenda.” (p. 212)
  “A serious vacuum in biblical religion is caused by its denying or ignoring two impor-
tant aspects of human experience, gender and sex. There is little gender talk in the Bible, 
and no sense of gender differences. It presents an ideology at variance with the social 
reality of people living in a world organized along gender lines. And the Bible offers little 
discussion of erotic attraction and sexual expression--again and example of disharmony 
with a world in which sexual attraction was obvious and the legal system sought to con-
tain it.” (p. 213)

   For almost 3,000 years those Hebrews, who organized the Bible, and their followers, Jews and 
Christians (and also Moslems), have tried to suppress THE GODDESS (which is the divinization 
of erotic, sexual attraction and expression-the whole spectrumof it!; cf. Song of Songs in the 
Bible). Has their “war” on THE GODDESS (THE QUEEN OF HEAVEN) been successful? 
How much misery has this war on THE GODDESS caused? Is much of human misery in sexual 
matters the revenge of THE GODDESS?

   It is quite clear that THE GODDESS was very well known and worshipped by the people of 
Israel in opposition to the preaching of the prophets.

   Read,  e.g., Jer 44:15-19. Remember! That’s after 586 BCE!

   For a relevant book on this subject see, e.g.,
Patai, R.
 The Hebrew Goddess.  New York, N. Y.:  Avon Books, 1978 (1967). BM 530.P28
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   One of the strongest denouncements of THE GODDESS comes from Job, who declares (Job 
31:1) that he has made a covenant, an oath, in God’s presence that he has never looked at, i.e., 
worshipped, THE GODDESS.

   In the Canaanite area the name of THE GODDESS was Anath, the consort/sister of Baal.  One 
of her epithets was bethulah, “THE VIRGIN (VIRGO).”  For an article on this subject see

Michel,  Walter, “BTWLH, ‘Virgin’ or ‘Virgin (Anat)’ in Job 31:1?” Hebrew Studies 23 (1982) 59-66.  
Cf. Pope, M., Job. AB. Garden City, New York: Doubleday, 1973, pp.228-229.

   My daughter (a 22 year old civil engineering student at the Univerisy of Illinois, 
Champaign/Urbana), recently, asked me to read the following book:

Robbins, Tom, skinny legs and all. New York/Toronto/London/Sydney/ Auckland: Bantam Books, 
1990.

   I was a little surprised to find a section on Jezebel and THE GODDESS in the book.
  “Queen Jezebel never worshipped Baal. Baal was the ancient Semite word for ‘lord’ or 
‘husband’. The god referred to by the Bible as Baal had divine status primarily because he 
was husband to Astarte. It was Astarte whom Jezebel worshipped.
   Who was Astarte? She was a goddess; rather she was the Goddess, the Great Mother, 
the Light of the World, the most ancient and widely revered divinity in human history. 
Shrines to her date back to the Neolithic Period, (i.e., about 8000-4000 BCE, my addi-
tion) and there was not one Indo-European culture that failed to remove with its kiss the 
mud from her sidereal slippers. In comparison, ‘God’, as we moderns call Yahweh (often 
misspelled ‘Jehovah’), was a Yahny-come-lately who would never approach her 
enormous popularity. She was the mother of God, as indeed, she was mother of all. As 
beloved as she was for her life-giving and nurturing qualities, the only activities of hers 
acceptable to the patriarchs, she was mistress over destruction as well as creation, 
representing, according to one scholar, ‘the abyss that is the source and the end, the 
ground of all being.’
  In Jezebel’s native Phoenicia, the Goddess’s name was Astarte. In Babylon, she was 
Ishtar; in India, Kali; in Greece, Demeter (immature aspect: Aphrodite). If Saxon was 
your indigenous tongue, you would address her as Ostara; if Nordic, you’d say Freya; if 
Egyptian, Isis--or Nut or Hathor or Neith. Oh, the Goddess had many names, and many 
roles. She was virgin, bride, mother, prostitute, witch, and hanging judge, all swirled into 
one. She had more phases that the moon. She knew the dark side of the moon like the 
palm of her hand. She shopped there.” (pp49-50)

   The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America has produced an excellent guide for the study of 
the tension between Biblical, Christian, and Lutheran attidudes towards human sexuality and the 
evidence of the activities of THE GODDESS in the lives of modern peoples, including Jews and 
Christians, namely, Human Sexuality and The Christian Faith. A study for the church’s reflec-
tion and deliberation. Minneapolis, Minnesota: ELCA, 1991.

   I consider this study a significant beginning and a response to Tikva Frymer-Kensky’s argument 
that “Finding a vision of sexuality commensurate with the significance of sex in people’s lives 
remains monotheism’s unfinished agenda.” (p. 212)
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